
Must-read Guide For International Student 
Housing In The UK 

Finding the right place to live is a huge part of your study abroad experience in the UK. As an 
international student, you might find figuring out where to start challenging. But don’t worry! 
With careful planning and some research, you can find a place that fits your needs and your 
budget. 

This guide will give you tips and insights to help you navigate the housing hunt, from 
understanding different housing types to tips on avoiding rental scams in the UK.

Student Accommodation In The UK 
Student accommodation in the UK is a significant concern for international students, with 
numerous options available depending on budget, distance from university, and accessibility. 
Here are some key points to consider:

● Variety of Options: There are numerous student accommodation options in the UK, 
including on-campus halls, off-campus flats, and shared housing.

● Popular Cities: Major cities like London, Manchester, Birmingham, and Edinburgh have 
a wide range of student accommodations available.

● Affordability: Off-campus student housing is generally more affordable than 
on-campus options.

● Facilities: Many student accommodations offer amenities such as fully furnished 
rooms, shared common areas, and 24/7 staff support.

Popular Student Accommodation Providers

● UniAcco: Offers premium student accommodation at affordable prices, with options in 
various cities across the UK.

● University Living: Provides a wide range of fully-furnished student accommodations 
near universities, with options in over 65 cities.

● Unite Students: Is the leading provider of student accommodation in the UK, offering 
homes for over 70,000 students across 23 cities.

● Casita: Offers top student accommodation in the UK, with options in major cities like 
London, Manchester, and Birmingham.

Key Cities For Student Accommodation

● London: Home to many top universities, including University College London (UCL), 
King's College London (KCL), and Queen Mary University of London (QMUL).

https://uniacco.com/


● Coventry: Students can find a list of universities in this popular city along with options 
for student accommodation in Coventry. 

● Manchester: Has a strong presence in universities like the University of Manchester 
and Manchester Metropolitan University.

● Birmingham: Houses institutions like the University of Birmingham and Aston 
University.

● Edinburgh: It is home to the University of Edinburgh and Heriot-Watt University.

Types Of Housing For International Students
There are several types of housing options available for international students. Each comes 
with its own set of advantages and disadvantages. Let’s break them down so you can decide 
what’s best for you.

On-Campus Housing
University dormitories or on-campus accommodations are a popular choice for many 
international students. Here’s why:

Benefits:

● Proximity to campus: You’ll be close to your classes and university facilities.
● Built-in support system: You’ll be surrounded by other students and have access to 

university resources.
● Cost-effective: Often cheaper than off-campus options and utilities are usually 

included.

Drawbacks:

● Limited privacy: Shared spaces can mean less privacy.
● Potential for noise and distractions: Dorm life can be lively, which isn’t always great 

for studying.

Off-Campus Housing
Living off-campus can offer more independence and flexibility. Here are the main options:

Types of Off-Campus Housing:

● Apartments: These can be rented either alone or shared with roommates. They offer 
more privacy and independence.

● Shared Housing: Similar to apartments but often cheaper as you share living spaces 
with others.

● Private Homes/Rooms: Renting a room in a local’s home can be a good budget 
option.

https://uniacco.com/uk/coventry


Purpose-Built Student Accommodations (PBSAs)

PBSAs are designed specifically for students and usually come fully furnished with modern 
amenities. For example, in and around Coventry University, there are buildings that are 
categorised under PBSA. These student accommodations in Coventry are only meant for 
students who are a part of educational institutions around Coventry. 

Features and Benefits:

● Close to campus: Often located near universities.
● Amenities: High-speed internet, communal lounges, and laundry facilities.
● Security: On-site management and maintenance for added safety.

Homestays

Living with a local host family can provide a unique cultural experience.
Cultural Immersion and Challenges:

● Cultural immersion: You’ll get to practice the local language and learn about local 
customs firsthand.

● Challenges: Adapting to different living habits and household dynamics can be 
difficult.

Apartments

Renting an apartment can be a great option for those who value privacy and independence.
Independence and Privacy:

● Privacy: You’ll have your own space, a shared apartment with friends or a studio.
● Independence: You can live according to your schedule and preferences.

Hostels

Hostels are another option, often favoured for their affordability.

Affordability and Social Atmosphere:

● Affordable: Typically cheaper than other options.
● Social: Hostels usually have a vibrant social scene, which can enhance your 

experience of studying abroad.

How To Find Housing As An International Student?
Students can go above and beyond and still not check all the boxes when it comes to 
accommodation. Finding the suitable housing can be overwhelming, but here are some steps 
to make the process easier:



1. Start early: Begin your search as soon as you know your study plans.
2. Explore various options: Look into all housing types to see what fits your needs.
3. Use university resources: Check with your university’s international office for 

recommendations.
4. Search online: Use student accommodation platforms to find options.
5. Connect with other students: Talk to other international students for their advice and 

experiences.
6. Prepare necessary documents: Have your documents ready, such as proof of income 

and visa status.

Checklist For Off-Campus International Student Housing
Students must do all the checks before finalising the house based on their budgets and 
preferences. When looking at off-campus housing, keep this checklist in mind:

1. Location: Is it close to your university or public transportation?
2. Safety: Is the neighbourhood safe, and are security measures in place?
3. Cost: Can you afford the rent and additional expenses like utilities and internet?
4. Amenities: What’s included, such as laundry facilities, kitchen appliances, and 

furniture?
5. Lease terms: How long is the lease, and are there penalties for breaking it early?
6. Roommates: Who are they, and what are their living habits?
7. Landlord/Property Manager: Are they responsive to maintenance requests and 

concerns?
8. Reviews: What do previous tenants and landlords say about the property?
9. Rent Guarantor: Does the accommodation service provide a rent guarantor?
10. Documentation: Do you have all the necessary documents, such as a lease 

agreement and proof of income?

Tips To Avoid Rental Scams
The world might not be entirely good. Thus, scammers and fake sites might entice you with 
offers. Unfortunately, rental scams are common. Here are some tips to protect yourself:

1. Research the property and landlord: Check online for legitimacy.
2. Avoid wire transfers and sharing personal information: Never send money or give 

out personal information without verifying the rental.
3. Check the lease agreement: Read it carefully before signing.
4. Visit the property in person: Don’t commit to anything sight unseen.
5. Trust your instincts: If something feels off, it probably is.

Finding the right housing is a key part of your study abroad adventure. By understanding your 
options and being proactive, you can find a place that’s just right for you. Remember to start 
early, use all available resources, and be cautious to avoid scams. Good luck with your search!



FAQs

What types are available for international student housing? 
International students can choose from on-campus dormitories, off-campus apartments, 
PBSAs, homestays, and hostels.

Can I rent as an international student? 
Yes, international students can rent housing, but they must be aware of the necessary 
documentation and potential challenges.

How do international students find apartments? 
Students can use university resources and online platforms to connect with other students 
and find suitable apartments.

Where is the cheapest place for international student housing? 
Costs vary widely by location, but hostels and shared apartments are often the most 
affordable options.

Which country is number 1 for international students? 
Many rankings place countries like the USA, the UK, and Australia at the top for international 
students due to their quality of education and student support services.


